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in triumph from the Persian war, Heraclius had entertained
at Hems one of the ambassadors of Mohammed, who had been,
sent to invite -to Islam, not only the petty Arab kings and
the friendly sovereign of Ethiopia, but also himself and his
rival, Khosru, the Persian monarch On this slight foundation
Moslem authors affirm the secret conversion of the emperor;
and the vanity of the Greek historians feigns a personal visit
of Mohammed, who accepted from the royal bounty a rich
domain, and a secure retreat oil the supposition of his failure.
But this friendship, such as it was, was not to be lasting; for
an ambassador whom he had sent to the governor of Bosra
had been assassinated by an Arab of the tribe of Gassan,
who commanded for the Emperor, at Muta, in the district
of Belka, about three days' journey east of Jerusalem. He
resolved to be revenged, and assembled a force of 3000
chosen men. The sacred banner was entrusted to his devoted
Zaid; and such was the enthusiasm of his followers, that the
noblest chiefs served, without reluctance, under one who had
been his menial slave; but the distinctions of this world
were superseded by their religious equality. / In the event
of his decease, Jaafar jand Abdallah were successively sub-
stituted to the command; and, if the three should perish,
the troops were authorized to elect their own general. Zaid
fell like a soldier in the foremost ranks. Jaafer shifted the
standard from his right hand, which he lost, to his left: that too
was severed from his body; and he then embraced the standard
with his bleeding stumps, and was transfixed to the ground
with fifty wounds. "Advance," cried Abdallah, who stepped
into the vacant place, " advance with confidence: either victory
or Paradise is our own." The lance of a Roman decided
his fate, but the falling standard was rescued by Khaled,
the recent proselyte. Nine swords were broken in his hand,
Mild his valour repulsed the superior numbers of the Christians.
In the night council he was chosen commander. His evolutions
of the ensuing clay secured their retreat, and he is renowned
among the Greeks, as well as his countrymen, by the appella-
tion of The Sicordof God. In the pulpit Mohammed described